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during the Headquarters Reserve Forces Ex-
ercise conducted in Oriskany, NY. Where he 
planned, organized, and executed operations, 
providing leadership and logistical coordination 
for twelve Services Support personnel from 
five New York Air National Guard Wings, suc-
cessfully demonstrating contingency support 
capabilities in a Domestic Operations environ-
ment utilizing the Disaster Response Mobile 
Kitchen Trailer and their ability to respond to 
a Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nu-
clear event for Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Region II HRF, Joint Task-5, 
Joint Forces Headquarters, New York. He 
completed his military career and retired on 1 
December 2014 after more than 34 years 
combined service, with nearly 10 years of 
Federal Active Duty and the remainder with 
the New York Air National Guard. 

Sergeant Houghtalen holds a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Management, Cum Laude, Co-
lumbia College, Associate of Arts Degree in 
Management, Columbia College, Associate 
Degree in Business Administration and Logis-
tics Management, Community College of the 
Air Force, Associates Degree in Applied 
Science, Avionics Systems Technology, Com-
munity College of the Air Force. He is a grad-
uate of the United States Air Force Senior Air 
Force Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Air 
Force Noncommissioned Officer Academy, 
and the Air Force Noncommissioned Officer 
Leadership School where he received the 
Commandant’s Award. 

Sergeant Houghtalen’s military decorations 
include the Meritorious Service Medal with one 
oak leaf cluster; the Air Force Commendation 
Medal, with one oak leaf cluster; the Air Force 
Achievement Medal; and the Army Achieve-
ment Medal. His military unit and achievement 
awards include the Joint Meritorious Unit 
Award, one oak leaf cluster; the Air Force Out-
standing Unit Award with Combat ‘‘V’’ device 
and six oak leaf clusters; the Air Force Good 
Conduct Medal, with two oak leaf clusters; and 
the Air Reserve Forces Meritorious Service 
Medal, with seven oak leaf clusters. His mili-
tary campaign and service awards include the 
National Defense Service Medal, with one 
bronze service star; the Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Service Medal; the Southwest Asia 
Service Medal, with three bronze campaign 
stars; the Global War on Terrorism Expedi-
tionary Medal; the Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal; the Air Force Overseas Long 
Service-Long Tour Ribbon, the Air Force Lon-
gevity Service Ribbon, with seven oak leaf 
clusters; the Armed Forces Reserve Medal 
with silver hourglass device, mobilization ‘‘M’’ 
device, and numeral ‘‘9’’; the Noncommis-
sioned Officer Professional Military Education 
Ribbon with three oak leaf clusters; the Small 
Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon with one 
service star device; and the Air Force Training 
Ribbon. Sergeant Houghtalen’s Foreign Serv-
ice awards include the Kuwait Liberation 
Medal from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia with 
Palm device and the Kuwait Liberation Medal 
from the Government of Kuwait. 

Sergeant Houghtalen also holds the fol-
lowing New York State awards and decora-
tions: the New York State Long and Faithful 
Service Award, with one gold shield device; 
the New York State Desert Storm Service 
Medal; New York State Operation Iraqi Free-
dom Ribbon; New York State Operation En-
during Freedom Ribbon; the New York State 
Defense of Liberty Medal; New York State 

Conspicuous Service Cross; the Medal for Hu-
mane Service to New York State. He also 
holds service awards from other states that in-
clude the Mississippi Emergency Service 
Medal for Operation Vigilant Guard Relief, 
Hurricane Katrina; the District of Columbia Na-
tional Guard Community Service Ribbon in 
support of the 57th Presidential Inauguration. 

His effective dates of promotion are: Air-
man—17 October 1981; Airman First Class— 
30 August 1982; Senior Airman—1 September 
1984; Sergeant—1 September 1985; Staff 
Sergeant—1 January 1987; Technical Ser-
geant—1 June 1995; Master Sergeant—1 Jan-
uary 2000; Senior Master Sergeant—27 Feb-
ruary 2002. 

He is also the recipient of the following rec-
ognition awards: the Onondaga Community 
College Veteran of the Month 1994; the Red 
Flag Superior Performer in 1999; the Presi-
dential Support Secret Service Augmentee 
award in 1999; the American Red Cross Vet-
erans Award in 2000; the Air Combat Com-
mand Inspector General Superior Performance 
Award in 2000 and 2003; the Phase II Oper-
ational Readiness Inspection Superior Per-
former in 2000; 174th Fighter Wing Base 
Honor Guard Team Superior Performer Award 
in 2003, Air Combat Command Inspector Gen-
eral Deployment Support Organization Supe-
rior Performance Award in 2003; and the 
174th Fighter Wing Phase 1 Operational 
Readiness Exercise Superior Performer award 
in 2004. 

Sergeant Houghtalen is a past member of 
the Air National Guard Noncommissioned Offi-
cer Academy Graduate Association, the Asso-
ciation of the Old Crows, and the Air Force 
Association; he is still an active member of the 
174th Attack Wing Base Honor Guard. 

Senior Master Sergeant Ronald Houghtalen 
resides in the Town of Clay with his wife Shar-
on Houghtalen. He has one daughter and one 
son, Staff Sergeant Briana Houghtalen, 174 
Attack Wing and Senior Airman Ryan 
Houghtalen, 152 Air Operations Group. He is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Thelma 
Houghtalen of Binghamton, New York (De-
ceased). 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, from 
January 28, 2015 through February 5, 2015, I 
missed recorded votes #49–#68. I was unable 
to vote, as I contracted the flu and was con-
sidered contagious at the time. My doctor ad-
vised me to remain home until my fever sub-
sided. Despite receiving the flu shot, I was 
one of the many Americans to come down 
with the flu this year. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted if I was in attendance: 

On Roll Call #49 I would have voted no 
(Motion to Recommit). 

On Roll Call #50 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 351, LNG Permitting Cer-
tainty and Transparency Act). 

On Roll Call #51 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 361, Medical Preparedness 
Allowable Use Act). 

On Roll Call #52 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 615, Department of Home-

land Security Interoperable Communications 
Act). 

On Roll Call #53 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 623, Social Media Working 
Group Act). 

On Roll Call #54 I would have voted yes 
(Previous Question). 

On Roll Call #55 I would have voted yes 
(Agreeing to Resolution, H. Res. 70). 

On Roll Call #56 I would have voted yes 
(Approving the Journal). 

On Roll Call #57 I would have voted no 
(Motion to Recommit). 

On Roll Call #58 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 596, To repeal the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act and health 
care-related provisions in the Health Care and 
Education Reconciliation Act of 2010). 

On Roll Call #59 I would have voted yes 
(Previous Question). 

On Roll Call #60 I would have voted yes 
(Agreeing to Resolution, H. Res. 78). 

On Roll Call #61 I would have voted no (On 
Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 50 by 
Cummings Part C Amendment #2). 

On Roll Call #62 I would have voted no (On 
Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 50 by 
Connolly Part C Amendment #3). 

On Roll Call #63 I would have voted no 
(Motion to Recommit). 

On Roll Call #64 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 50, Unfunded Mandates In-
formation and Transparency Act of 2015). 

On Roll Call #65 I would have voted no (On 
Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 527 by 
Schrader Part A Amendment No. 4). 

On Roll Call #66 I would have voted no (On 
Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 527 by 
Lee Part A Amendment No. 6). 

On Roll Call #67 I would have voted no 
(Motion to Recommit). 

On Roll Call #68 I would have voted yes 
(Passage of H.R. 527, Small Business Regu-
latory Flexibility Improvements Act of 2015). 
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TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT MICHAEL 
YAREMA AND SERGEANT PETER 
HEISE 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sergeant Michael Yarema and Ser-
geant Peter Heise of the Syracuse New York 
Police Department. On January 4, 2015, Ser-
geant Yarema and Sergeant Heise responded 
to the scene of a shooting, performed textbook 
emergency medical treatment on the victim, all 
while working on an unsecure and volatile 
crime scene. Doctors at Upstate University 
Hospital Emergency Room confirm that the 
immediate, life-saving measures performed by 
both sergeants saved the life of the victim. 

Sergeant Yarema served the Syracuse Po-
lice Department as an officer in the Patrol Di-
vision, Syracuse Anti-firearm Enforcement 
Unit, and Syracuse Police Traffic Division be-
fore being promoted to Sergeant in May of 
2009. He has served as a firearms instructor 
and member of the SWAT team in Syracuse. 
Sergeant Yarema has received the Syracuse 
Police Life Saving Award and Syracuse Police 
Department’s Officer of the Month Award. 

Sergeant Yarema was raised in Auburn, 
New York and holds a Bachelor of Arts and 
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